Collection Policy:  Spanish Languages and Literatures

The purpose of the Spanish Language and Literatures Collection at the University Library is to support the Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and Master of Arts in Teaching Spanish programs at IUPUI.  Materials are collected to support the research and learning needs of students enrolled in these programs and the research and instructional needs of the faculty who teach them.  

Because of budget constraints, the collection must be highly selective.  Since students and faculty rely most heavily on the collection and since they are its primary users, the collection is shaped principally by their needs.  Thus, it is a working collection – flexible so that it can accommodate new faculty and new interests – not a comprehensive one.  However, materials not available at the University Library can be requested from other Indiana University Libraries or through Interlibrary Loan.  

About the Collection

Overview
In general, the library collects materials that support courses covering Spanish linguistics, language, teaching, translation, literature, and cultural studies.  Geographic regions emphasized are Spain, Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Peru, and Cuba.  Types of materials include books, conference proceedings, bibliographies, maps, dictionaries, computer software, journals, music, and films – in traditional and online formats – are considered but textbooks and dissertations generally are not.  Only Spanish and English language materials are included. 

Sources of Supply
To guarantee that the library acquires titles in a timely manner and – as is often the case with works published in Latin America – before they go out of print, the library relies on approval plans with several vendors.  Of the three vendors, one focuses on works published in North America, another on Latin America, and another on Spain.  The selector has worked with each of these vendors to create profiles that reflect this policy and the student’s and faculty’s learning and research needs.  All titles that meet the subject, publisher, and price criteria are delivered to the library as soon as possible after their publication, but may be returned as they are subject to the selector’s approval.  

Other materials are purchased at the selector’s discretion based on book fairs, vendor notifications, publishers’ catalogs, books reviews, and recommendations.  Recommendations should be emailed to the Spanish selector, Meagan Lacy, at lacym@iupui.edu. 

Location
Most of these materials can be found on the fourth floor of the library, in the sections labeled PC-PQ in the Library of Congress Classification.  Reference works (encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc.), interdisciplinary works (including art, women’s studies, philosophy, etc.), and media may be found in other parts of the library.


Gift Policy
Gifts and donations are subject to the University Library-wide Gift Policy, available to view from the Library Policies page.  


The Collection:  A Detailed Look

The collection descriptions are borrowed from the Research Libraries Group’s (RLG) conspectus and are defined here.  

Uralic. Basque (PH 5001-5490)
	Out-of-Scope.  The Library does not collect in this area.

Romance Philology and Languages – Catalan (PC 3801-3813)
	Collected at the Minimal level.

Romance Languages – Spanish (PC 4001-4699)
Covers all aspects of the language, language acquisition, translation, etymology and lexicography.  Materials are collected at the research level.

Romance Languages – Portuguese (PC 5001-5498)
	Out-of-Scope.  The Library does not collect in this area.

Romance Languages – Spanish – Dialects, etc. (PC 4701-4949)
	Collected at the Minimal Level.

Romance Languages – Spanish – Slang, Argot (PC 4951-4977)
	Collected at the Minimal Level.	

Spanish Literature – History and Criticism (PQ 6001-6269)
Collected at the Instructional Support Level.    

Spanish Literature – Spain (PQ 7000-7011)
Includes literary criticism and history, biography, novel, short story, poetry, and drama from this region.  Collected at the Instructional Support Level.

Spanish Literature – the Americas (PQ 7070-8550.36)
Literary criticism, essay, fiction, poetry, and drama from Mexico, Argentina, and Chile are collected at the Instructional Support Level.  Literary criticism, essay, fiction, poetry, and drama from Cuba and Peru are collected at the Basic Research Level.

Spanish Literature – Africa, Asia, Australasia, etc.  (PQ 8600-8929)
	Out-of-Scope.  The Library does not collect in this area.

Portuguese Literature – History and Criticism (PQ 9000-9129)
	Out-of-Scope.  The Library does not collect in this area.

Portuguese Literature – (PQ 9131-9999)
	Out-of-Scope.  The Library does not collect in this area.
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