Evaluating Information Sources

START:   Scope   Treatment   Authority   Relevance   Timeliness

You should always evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the information you find before incorporating it into a class assignment.  

START helps you focus that evaluation - consider the following:

Scope

· What topic is covered?

· Is the topic covered in-depth?

· What is offered here that cannot be found elsewhere?

Treatment
· Is the information accurate and verifiable?
· Is the information objective or is bias evident?
· Who is the intended audience?

Authority
· Can you determine the source of information?

· What are the author’s credentials and expertise?

· Is the publisher or Web site sponsor reputable?

Relevance
· Does the information address your topic?

· Does the information support or contradict your point of view?

· Can this information be used to verify another source?

Timeliness
· When was the information produced or published?

· Is the information recent enough to still be relevant?

· Regardless of the date of publication, is it still useful?
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